
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF END TIME – REFORMATION SUNDAY 
October 29 / November 1, 2020 

 



Zion Ev. Lutheran Church 
6430 Hwy. D        Allenton, Wisconsin  53002 

Members of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

Steven D. Bode, pastor         6438 Hwy.  D  Allenton, WI 

Church Office: 262-629-5914  / website: www.zionallenton.org 
 Pastor cell phone:  262-483-0407 / e-mail: revsdb@aol.com 

 
 

Welcome to God’s House 
 
Today we celebrate the Festival of the Reformation…a celebration of God’s gift of 

right-eousness, a gift freely given to us through the life and work of our Savior. Today 

we emphasize the fact that we have been justified— that is, declared completely holy 

and righteous before God— not by our own efforts or “good” works, but wholly and 

completely by God’s unmerited grace. While we were still dead in our sins and 

enemies of him, God declared us “not guilty!” on account of Jesus’ sacrifice on the 

cross. Today we rejoice again at this precious Gospel message, once hidden in 

darkness, but brought to light again through the Lutheran Reformation. 
 
 
Opening Hymn       Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word   CW #203 
 
Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word; 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 

Would seek to overthrow your Son 

And to destroy what he has done. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, your pow’r make known, 

For you are Lord of lords alone; 

Defend your Christendom that we 

May sing your praise eternally. 
 
O Comforter of priceless worth, 

Send peace and unity on earth. 

Support us in our final strife, 

And lead us out of death to life. 

 
 
Invocation  
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.                          
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Confession of Sins and Absolution 
 
M: The LORD looks down from heaven on the sons of men to see if there are any 

who understand, any who seek God. All have turned aside, they have together 

become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one. 

C: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your 

great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and 

cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always 

before me. 
 
M: Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

C: I will exalt you, O LORD, for you lifted me out of the depths; O LORD, my God, I 

called to you for help and you healed me. 
 
M: God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we 

will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of 

the sea.  

C: The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 
M: Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise in the assembly of his saints… 

 
 
Song of Praise              Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice   CW #377:2, 4 
 
Fast bound in Satan's chains I lay; death brooded darkly o'er me. 

Sin was my torment night and day; in sin my mother bore me. 

Yet deep and deeper still I fell; life had become a living hell, 

So firmly sin possessed me. 
 
But God beheld my wretched state before the world's foundation, 

And, mindful of his mercies great, he planned my soul's salvation. 

A Father's heart he turned to me, sought my redemption fervently; 

He gave his dearest treasure. 

 
 

Prayer of the Day  
 
M:  Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your 

faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in 



all temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the 

Church your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 
 
Scripture Reading                          Romans 1:16-17 
 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings 

salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 17 For in the 

gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first 

to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” 
 
M: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 
 
Psalm 46 
 
M:  God is our refuge and strength,  

C:  An ever-present help in trouble. 
 
M:  Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall 

into the heart of the sea, 

C: though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging. 

Let the ocean roar and foam, and its raging waves shake the mountains. 
 
M:  There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where 

the Most High dwells. 

C:  God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day. 
 
M:  Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts. 

C:  The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 
M:  "Be still, and know that I am God;  

C:  I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth. 
 

 



Gospel                        Matthew 10:16-23 
 
16 “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes 

and as innocent as doves. 17 Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local 

councils and be flogged in the synagogues. 18 On my account you will be brought 

before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when they 

arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be 

given what to say, 20 for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your 

Father speaking through you. 
21 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel 

against their parents and have them put to death. 22 You will be hated by everyone 

because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 23 When you are 

persecuted in one place, flee to another. Truly I tell you, you will not finish going 

through the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 
 
M:  This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

C:  The Lord of hosts is with us! The God of Jacob is our fortress! 

 
 
Hymn              A Mighty Fortress Is Our God   #200:1-3 
 
A mighty fortress is our God, a trusty shield and weapon; 

He helps us free from ev’ry need that has us now o’ertaken. 

The old evil foe now means deadly woe; 

Deep guile and great might are his dread arms in fight; 

On earth is not his equal. 
 
With might of ours can naught be done; soon were our loss effected. 

But for us fights the valiant one whom God himself elected. 

You ask, “Who is this?” Jesus Christ it is, 

The almighty Lord. And there’s no other God; 

He holds the field forever. 
 
Though devils all the world should fill, all eager to devour us, 

We tremble not, we fear no ill; they shall not overpow’r us. 

This world’s prince may still scowl fierce as he will, 

He can harm us none. He’s judged; the deed is done! 

One little word can fell him. 



Sermon                     Romans 1:16-17 

What Does it Mean to be Lutheran? 

 

Hymn Response                    A Mighty Fortress Is Our God   #201:4 
 
The Word they still shall let remain, nor any thanks have for it; 

He’s by our side upon the plain with his good gifts and Spirit. 

And do what they will—hate, steal, hurt, or kill— 

Though all may be gone, our victory is won; 

The kingdom’s ours forever! 

 
 
Offering                 the offering plates are situated near the exit door 

 
The members of Zion have joined together to do the Lord's work in this community and around the world. If 

you are a visitor, please don’t feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry. 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
M:  Lord our refuge and strength, we gather to worship and praise you for your 

ongoing work of reformation in your Church. 

C: Lord, to you alone be glory. 
 
M:  God of grace, in unfathomable love you pitied us sinners and sent your Son as 

our substitute to deliver us from sin, guilt, death, darkness, and despair. 

C:  For your grace, Lord, to you alone be glory. 
 
M:  By your grace you sent your Spirit to call us to repentance. Your powerful gospel 

rescued us from rebellion and fills us with faith in you, the true and living God. 

C:  For saving faith, Lord, to you alone be glory. 
 
M:  By your grace we are heirs and trustees of your eternal Word through which 

you proclaim your saving truth to every generation. By the Scriptures you 

overthrew the  

darkness of those who twisted your teachings, and restored to your church the  

message of salvation by grace alone. 

C: For the Holy Scriptures, Lord, to you alone be glory. 
 
M:  In these last days, Lord Jesus Christ, protect your little flock. We are like sheep  



living among fierce wolves. Satan stalks us like a roaring lion. Defend us from 

the false teachers who twist your Word to satisfy the latest longing. 

C:  For wisdom and watchfulness while under attack, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 
M:  Never in the history of the world has your Holy Word been so accessible. We 

lack only the zeal to treasure your restored truth with lives of faithful Bible 

study. 

C:  For the noble character to search the Scriptures daily, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 
M:  As we celebrate the Reformation that restored your pure gospel to your Church, 

we also celebrate our common confession of the pure gospel in Word and 

Sacrament. 

C:  For this unity of faith, we give you thanks, O Lord. 
 
M:  We remember the faithful confessors of this and former generations, who have 

diligently passed down to us your Word of Truth. 

C:  For these faithful servants, we give you thanks, O Lord. 
 

special prayers and intercessions may follow 
 
M:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions… 
 
 In thanksgiving for the many and amazing blessings restored to your Church 

through the Reformation, we now commit ourselves to your care. 

C:  O Lord, be our mighty fortress, our trusty shield and weapon. Amen.  

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
The Blessing 
 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 



The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen.  

 
 
Closing Hymn              God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage   CW #293 
 
God’s Word is our great heritage 

And shall be ours forever; 

To spread its light from age to age 

Shall be our chief endeavor. 

Through life it guides our way; 

In death it is our stay. 

Lord, grant, while worlds endure, 

We keep its teachings pure 

Throughout all generations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



This Week at Zion 
 

Today: 7:30/9:45 a.m.  Worship with Holy Communion 

  8:40 a.m.  Adult Bible study 
   

Mon:  7:00 p.m.   KML General Board meeting 
 
Tue:  All Day  Don’t forget to vote! 
 
Wed:  6:00 p.m.   Catechism instructions 
 
Thu:  7:00 p.m.  Worship with Holy Communion 
 
Fri:  4:00 p.m.   Zion serving for Lighthouse Youth Center – 

Milwaukee 
 
Sun:  7:30/9:45 a.m.  Worship with Holy Communion 

  8:40 a.m. Adult Bible study 

  1 – 3 p.m.  KML Open House 
 
         Hymns next week:  208,  209,  419        Psalm:  90 
 
In our Prayers    Allen Schaefer, hospitalized this week at Hartford Hospital. 
 
Work Day   Our annual fall work day is only 2 weeks away – November 14th – 

beginning around 8 a.m. Please consider spending a couple hours helping us do some 

cleaning and general maintenance inside and outside of our facilities. Hopefully most 

of the leaves will be off the trees, so bring your rakes, shovels, tarps, edgers (for the 

sidewalks), blowers, clippers, etc… and help prepare for winter. There will be plenty 

to do inside as well. 
 
We thank Anna Bode (Thursday) and Barb Olsen (Sunday) who served as our 

accompanists this weekend.  
 
The flowers on the altar today are placed to God’s glory by Eileen Schulz in memory 

of her mother, who passed away last year; also by Dennis and Debby Herman on the 

occasion of their granddaughter Tierney’s birthday.  
 
Lighthouse Youth Center   There are still a number of needed food items to help out 

at Lighthouse Youth Center this Friday, November 6th. Please check the signup sheets 

on the table near the kitchen.  
 



Food Drive   The Ladies Aid is again sponsoring our annual Fall food drive to benefit 

the food pantry in Kewaskum. Due to Covid-19, we are collecting monetary 

contributions to donate to Kewaskum Food Pantry. If you would like to contribute, 

place your gifts in the decorated basket near the offering plate next to the exit door.  
 
Virtual Sunday School   This week’s lesson is “Manna & Quail for Israel.” Parents, 

please continue to spend the time with your children to watch the video lessons 

found at (https://online.nph.net/ss-at-home) and go through the stories with them. 

Lessons can be picked up in the conference room off the fellowship hall.  
 
Wreaths Across America   Last year Zion participated for the first time in the national 

Wreaths Across America program. The program honors veterans by placing Christmas 

wreaths on their headstones. If you would like to honor a veteran who was a veteran, 

the wreaths cost $15. Information / signup sheets are on the table near the kitchen. If 

you have questions, call Ralph Hagner at 262.224.5395 or e-mail 

lahagner@gmail.com.  
 
Church calendars and copies of the November “Forward in Christ” are on the table 

near the kitchen. Take one home today.  
 
Christian Family Solutions   Join Christian Family Solutions for our first ever virtual 

impact event on Thursday, November 12, at 7:00 p.m. Experience an hour with us 

and hear the many stories, programs, and opportunities that enable us to make an 

impact through Christian mental health services- all from the safety and comfort of 

your own home. Expect to be entertained, encouraged, and equipped to experience 

life in a better way. Understand how Christian Family Solutions is healing and helping 

a community in need, and how YOU can play a role. Go to 

https://christianfamilysolutions.org/ and you can register in the box in the lower right 

of the screen.  
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